The Royal Historical Society / History Today Prize 2009
The 2009 prize was awarded to Eleanor Betts of Queen Mary, University of London for her dissertation Who Will Help? The Impact of the 1866 Cholera Epidemic on the Children of East London. The judges – Professor Anne Curry of the University of Southampton, Professor Glyn Stone of the University of the West of England and Paul Lay, editor of History Today – thought Eleanor’s essay was not only a first-class piece of research but also – that rarity – beautifully written.

The dissertation by Charles Cornish-Dale of the University of Exeter, Land, Power, Politics and Patronage: A Case Study of Orc of Abbotsbury, was highly commended. It is a fascinating and brilliantly researched study of one of King Cnut’s housecarls and the settlements established by his followers in the southern counties of England, Dorset in particular.

A list of all dissertations submitted for the prize follows.

University of Aberdeen

Ewan Robertson

The 1922 Irish General Election and the Problem of Democratic Representation

Bangor University

Alun Ephraim
Housing Politics in Birmingham, 1917-1925

Birkbeck, University of London

Rosalind Pulvermacher

What can the letters of Synesius of Cyrene tell us about religious identity in the late antiquity?

University of Bristol

James Green

Reagan, Armageddon and the 1984 presidential debate: On the overlap of political and apocalyptic discourses in America

University of Cambridge

Faridah Zaman
Popular British understandings of Empire and the Indian Mutiny – the National Day of Fast, Humiliation and Prayer, 7 October 1857

Cardiff University

Emily Bygraves
Uncovering working class involvement and understanding in Chartist crowd events

University of Central Lancashire

John Pawson

An analysis of the effects of the plague upon a C17th market town and its population, Preston 1630-31

University of Chester

Jack Salisbury
To what extent was territorial ambition a motivating factor of the First Crusade?

University of Durham

Sarah Cotton

“The weaker vessel”?: women and the medical encounter, c.1600-1750.

University of Edinburgh

Olivia Walker
How persuasive was the rationale behind William Sleeman’s anti-thug campaign?

University of Exeter

Charles Cornish-Dale
Land, Power, Politics and Patronage: a case study of Orc of Abbotsbury
University of Glasgow

Ian MacMillan
A Study of the University of Glasgow Rectorial Election Campaigns: 1858-1908

Goldsmiths College, University of London

Sean Harris
What are the most important contexts we need to appreciate in order to enhance our understanding of Gay’s Beggar’s Opera?

University of Hertfordshire

Karen Rothery
Digswell: An examination of migration in a central Hertfordshire parish between 1851 and 1901.

University of Huddersfield

Adam Woods
Atrocities, Acrimony, and Anachronisms: The Trial of Henry V

University of Hull

Matthew Moore
Gadgets, Great and Small: The development and acceptance of technology into British fighting doctrine, 1914-1918, with particular reference to the machine gun, tank and artillery piece.

Keele University

George House

‘The Guiding Heralds of Doom’: To what extent were practices of saintly veneration, particularly those within the Peace of God initiatives, an indication of apocalyptic beliefs?

University of Kent

Oliver Carpenter
“The Robinson Line of Boats”: Networks of Trust in a C19th Shipping Company

King’s College London

Naomi Lloyd-Jones
Empire, Identity and Opposition to the 1886 Irish Home Rule Bill

University of Wales, Lampeter

Ben Rodgers
“Ordain them jackets of my livery”: The Importance of the Medieval Common Soldier during the Wars of the Roses

Lancaster University

Philip East

Oldham and the anti-Poor Law Movement, 1834-50
University of Leeds
Danielle Coombs

Co-opting the Masculine in the Works of More and Wollstonecraft: Creating the Third Sphere, and Claiming a Property in Virtue
University of Leicester

Susan Kilby
Struggle and enterprise: the experience of servile peasants in Wellingborough, 1258-1322.

University of Manchester

Nicholas Pendle
Science, Literature and Culture during the Fin de Siecle: A Revisionist Reconciliation

Newcastle University

Thomas Clough
‘Mortuus non Mordet’: The impact of the Austrian Enlightenment, the struggle against ‘otherness’ and the curious case of the Vampire.

University of Northampton

Lucy Williams

Wanted, a wife: Women’s popular magazines and the ‘feminine ideal’ in Victorian Britain

University of Nottingham

David Netherton

Richard the Merciful? The Role of Mercy in Richard II’s Kingship

University of Oxford

Eliza Hartrich
Urban identity and political rebellion: London and Henry of Lancaster’s Revolt against Roger Mortimer

Oxford Brookes University

Sally Tye
An “Age” of Museum Medicine in Oxford?

Queen Mary, University of London

Eleanor Betts

Who Will Help? The impact of the 1866 cholera epidemic on the children of East London

Queen’s University Belfast

Jonathan Hanson

The Influence of the East on Carolingian Ideas of Power, c.768-c.877

University of Reading

Carly Drummond

Daughters, Wives and Widows. Duty and Worth, the Paston and Stonor Letters Revisited
Royal Holloway, University of London

Holly Huddart
Silk stockings and swastikas: Weimar cabaret between fashion and politics

University of Sheffield

William Bramwell
Between acceptance and rejection: a theoretical consideration on the construction of African intellectual discourses in the C19th: the cases of James Africanus Beale Horton and Edward Wilmot Blyden.
University of Southampton

Richard Driver
A comparative study: the East European Jewish Experience in, and Memory of New York’s Lower East Side and Berlin’s Scheunenviertel

University of Sussex

Benjamin Wright

The experiences of the Jewish community in Britain during the Second World War

University College London

Ben Mechen
“The Lustful Turk” and other stories: pornography and its Orient.

University of the West of England, Bristol

Emma Croker
Urban Oligarchy, conflict and concealment: the religious and socio-political history of Bath in the late C16th.

University of Winchester

David Kemp

Masculinity and the Jewish Intelligensia: The Warsaw Ghetto Diaries of Hillel Seidman, Abraham Lewin and Emanuel Ringelblum, 1940-1943

University of York

Ben Taylor
Conquering the Skies? Meteorology and the British Empire, 1770-1854

